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clause’s requirement that ‘‘Every Bill which
shall have passed the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate shall, before it become
a law, be presented to the President of the
United States’’ does not provide an exception
for such circumstances. I am unaware of any
Constitutional authority for a measure
passed in identical form by both the House
and Senate to be selectively withheld from
presentment to the President for his ap-
proval or veto.

It seems to me that any failure to fulfill
the requirements of the Constitution in this
case would set a troublesome precedent.
While it has no practical consequence in this
instance, a decision here not to complete the
mandated administrative steps after passage
could be cited later as precedent for a simi-
lar inaction carrying more problematic re-
sults. Therefore, I urge you to take all nec-
essary steps to ensure that H.R. 4278 can be
properly enrolled and presented to the Presi-
dent, as required by the Constitution.

Thank you very much for you attention
and assistance.

With best personal regards,
Sincerely yours,

DAVID E. SKAGGS.
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PERSIAN GULF SYNDROME
HEALTH BENEFITS EXTENSION
ACT OF 1997

HON. JACK QUINN
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 7, 1997

Mr. QUINN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to in-
troduce legislation which extends priority
healthcare to Persian Gulf war veterans who
served in Israel and Turkey. My bill is entitled
the ‘‘Persian Gulf Syndrome Health Benefits
Extension Act of 1997.’’ The bill has received
bipartisan support and passed the House of
Representatives by voice vote in 1996.

Men and women who served during the
Persian Gulf war in Israel and Turkey were
originally excluded from the definition of in-the-
atre operations. Many of these soldiers suffer
from similar undiagnosed medical problems
that may be related to service during the Per-
sian Gulf war.

Throughout my service on the House Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs, I have emphasized
the need to alleviate the suffering of those in-
dividuals afflicted with Persian Gulf war ill-
nesses. It is time to simply care for our veter-
ans who so bravely fought for our country.
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CHRIS LEWIS—A POSITIVE FORCE
IN OUR COMMUNITY

HON. BOB FILNER
OF CALIFORNIA
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Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay special tribute to Chris Lewis, president of
the Chula Vista Chamber of Commerce for
this past year, 1996.

Throughout the past year, Chris urged local
business and community leaders to ‘‘accen-
tuate the positive.’’ That spirit helped bring
more than twenty new businesses to the city
of Chula Vista in 1996, and it laid the ground-
work for continued economic development.

During Chris’ term as president, the Chula
Vista Chamber of Commerce expanded its in-

volvement in the education of our children, the
training of our Olympic athletes, and the train-
ing of our future civic leaders.

Indeed, Chris Lewis has accentuated the
positive by creating and fostering a positive at-
mosphere for local residents and local busi-
nesses. The Chula Vista Chamber of Com-
merce has laid the framework for long-term
economic expansion with the founding of the
Chula Vista Convention and Visitors Bureau
and the renovation of the Chula Vista Visitors’
Information Center.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the residents of
Chula Vista and the 50th Congressional Dis-
trict, I thank Chris Lewis for his service to our
community, and I ask the citizens of our com-
munity to continue to work for its betterment.
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REDUCE LEGAL IMMIGRATION
LEVELS
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Mr. STUMP. Mr. Speaker, a reduction in im-
migration is essential to improving the coun-
try’s economy and social weaknesses. With
this in mind, I am today introducing legislation
to cut the number of legal immigrants who
enter our country each year.

Once again, I am sponsoring the Immigra-
tion Moratorium Act. The legislation provides
for a significant, but temporary, reduction in
legal immigration levels. Under my bill, immi-
gration would be limited to the spouses and
minor children of U.S. citizens, a reduced
number of refugees and employment-based
immigrants, and a limited number of immi-
grants who are currently waiting in the immi-
gration backlog. Total immigration under my
proposed moratorium would be less than
300,000 per year. The moratorium would end
after approximately 5 years, provided no ad-
verse impact would result from an immigration
increase.

A temporary moratorium is a sound re-
sponse to our present situation that allows for
unprecedented and unmanageable levels of
immigrants. Currently, the United States ad-
mits about 1 million legal immigrants annually,
more than any other industrialized nation in
the world. Based upon recent trends, this
number will continue to climb unless we take
the necessary steps to restore immigration to
reasonable levels. I am extremely troubled by
the fact that study after study has shown that
the excessive immigration we are experiencing
exacerbates many of the country’s most dis-
turbing problems, such as overcrowded jails,
inadequately funded schools and hospitals,
violent crime and unemployment. Moreover,
legal immigration is costly and has a signifi-
cant impact on our ability to balance the budg-
et. For example, the projected net cost to tax-
payers of legal immigration will be $330 billion
over the next 10 years.

Mr. speaker, Americans have repeatedly
voiced their concerns about the potentially
grave consequences associated with unre-
strained immigration. A recent Wall Street
Journal/NBC News poll showed 52 percent
support a 5-year moratorium on legal immigra-
tion. A Roper poll shows the majority of Ameri-
cans prefer no more than 100,000 annually. A
host of additional polls consistently show a

similar sentiment. We would be negligent in
our roles as Federal legislators to ignore such
compelling public demand for change.

Last Congress, we enacted legislation that
addressed some of the country’s most press-
ing illegal immigration problems. Unfortunately,
an attempt to improve our legal immigration
policies was thwarted. The 105th Congress
should not repeat last year’s mistake. We
should, instead, finish the immigration reform
job by evaluating America’s immigration needs
and devising a policy that will allow us to meet
these needs without further burdening Amer-
ican taxpayers.
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INTRODUCTION OF THE HMONG
VETERANS NATURALIZATION ACT
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Mr. VENTO. Mr. Speaker, today I am intro-

ducing the Hmong Veterans Naturalization
Act, which would ease naturalization require-
ments for the Hmong, of Laos, who fought
alongside the United States Armed Forces
during the Vietnam war. Hmong of all ages
fought and died alongside U.S. soldiers, and
as a result of the brave position they took and
their loyalty to the United States, the Hmong,
tragically, lost their homeland. Between 10,000
and 20,000 Hmong were killed in combat and
over 100,000 had to flee to refugee camps to
survive.

Although it wasn’t apparent then, their ac-
tions had a major impact on achieving today’s
global order and the positive changes of the
past decade. Extreme sacrifices were made
by those engaged in the jungles and the high-
lands, whether in uniform or in peasant cloth-
ing and for those whose homeland became
the battlefield. For their heroic efforts, the Lao-
Hmong veterans deserve this recognition and
consideration.

Many Hmong who survived the conflict were
welcomed to the United States and today
should be honored for the contributions they
are making to our communities in my Min-
nesota district and to our Nation. Their suc-
cess in rebuilding their families and commu-
nities in the United States stands as a tribute
to their strength, but their cause would be
greatly helped by passage of the legislation I
am introducing today, the Hmong Veterans
Naturalization Act.

While it is clear that the Hmong served
bravely and sacrificed dearly in the Vietnam
war, many of those who did survive and made
it to the United States, are separated from
other family members and are having a dif-
ficult time adjusting to life in the United States.
Fortunately, there is something we can do to
speed up the process of family reunification
and ease the adjustment of the Hmong into
U.S. society, at no cost to the Federal Govern-
ment.

My legislation makes the attainment of citi-
zenship easier for those who served in the
special guerrilla units by waiving the English
language test and residency requirement. The
greatest obstacle for the Hmong in becoming
a citizen is passing the English test. Written
characters for Hmong have only been intro-
duced recently, and whatever changes most
Hmong who served may have had to learn a
written language were disrupted by the war.
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